
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C.  

Appl ica t ion  N o .  12073, of C a r l  and E l i zabe th  Richmond, 
pursuant  t o  Sub-section 8207.1 and 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning 
Regulations,  f o r  a special  except ion  under Paragraph 
3101.410 t o  permit  a chancery and f o r  a var iance  from 
t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  requirements  f o r  park ing  spaces 
(Sub-section 7206.5) or  i n  the a l t e r n a t i v e  a special 
except ion  under Sub-section 7205. 3 t o  locate accessory  
park ing  spaces o f f  the  l o t  i n  the R-5-C D i s t r i c t  a t  the  
premises 1810 Connecticut Avenue, N .  W., (Square 2532, 
L o t  3 1 ) .  

HEARING DATE: November 19 ,  1975, January 2 1 ,  1976 

DECISION DATE: February 11, 1976 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The  p r o p e r t y  is l o c a t e d  i n  an R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  developed w i t h  a s t r u c t u r e  
w h i c h  i s  c u r r e n t l y  vacant .  It has been vacant s i n c e  a f i r e  
i n  1968. Pr ior  t o  tha t  t ime ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  used as a 
rooming house w i t h  25 rooms. The  b u i l d i n g  c o n t a i n s  7,590 
square  f e e t  of  gross f l o o r  area. 

3. T h e  proposed use  i s  as a chancery f o r  t h e  Saudi  
Arabian M i l i t a r y  Attache, t o  house up t o  1 2  people. T h e  Chancery 
A c t  requires one (1) park ing  space f o r  each 1200 square f e e t  
o f  g r o s s  f l o o r  area, o r  s i x  (6) spaces  f o r  the b u i l d i n g .  

4. T h e  a p p l i c a n t  s t a t e d  t ha t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no exter ior  
a l t e r a t i o n  t o  the b u i l d i n g .  

5. The area of  t h e  l o t  is  5,304 square  f e e t .  The  
b u i l d i n g  c u r r e n t l y  occupies 1 ,980 square feet .  

6. There is  a s i d e  yard  on the s o u t h  s i d e  of the 
b u i l d i n g  which is  approximately 11 f e e t  wide. 
s i d e  yard  must be from Bancroft  Place through the rear ya rd ,  
as the Department of T ranspor t a t ion  w i l l  not  a l low a curb 
c u t  on Connect icut  Avenue. 

Access t o  t h a t  
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subject t o  the  following condi t ion:  I 

1, Six (6)  parking spaces should be provided i n  
accordance w i t h  the  applicants proposed p l a n  
- 11, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

VOTE : 3-2 ( D r .  L e w i s ,  M r .  McIntosh and M r .  H a r p s  t o  gran t ,  
L i l l a  B u r t  C u m m i n g s ,  E s q . ,  and M r .  M c C a n t s  t o  
d e n y ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D ,  C ,  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By:  L Ektk 
STEVEN E ,  SHER 

ACTING SECRETARY TO THE BOARD 

F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: MAR 4 1976 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD 
OF S I X  MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY .PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, 
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7 .  A t  t h e  publ ic  hearing on January 2 1 ,  1976, 
t h e  appl icant  submitted four proposed plans t o  accommodate 
t h e  s i x  (6) required parking spaces. Plan I located 
three  ( 3 )  spaces along Bancroft Place,  one (1) behind the  
bui ld ing  i n  t h e  r ea r  yard and two ( 2 )  i n  t h e  s ide  yard. 
Plan 11 loca tes  one (1) parking space between t h e  bui lding 
r e s t r i c t i o n  l i n e  and t h e  street  l i n e  along t h e  s ide  of 
t he  bui lding on Bancroft Place,  four (4)  spaces along 
Bancroft Place a t  t he  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing  and one (1) i n  
the  r ea r  yard of t h e  bui ld ing ,  Plan 111 proposed three  ( 3 )  
parking spaces with l i f t s  t o  accomodate two ( 2 )  c a r s  each. 
Plan rv would be t o  loca te  three  spaces i n  t h e  garage of 
t he  Universal Building. 

8 ,  The Kalorama Ci t izens  Association and t h e  North 
Dupont Community Association both opposed t h e  appl ica t ion  
pr imari ly  on the  grounds it was tak ing  needed housing from 
t h e  c i t y .  

9. The Sheridan Kalorama Neighborhood Council 
requested t h a t  because of t he  d is igna t ion  of t he  Kalorama 
area as a h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  a condition be placed i n  t h e  
order requi r ing  t h a t  no changes be made i n  t h e  ex te r io r  of 
t h e  bui lding.  

10. There was addi t iona l  opposit ion t o  t h e  appl ica t ion ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board concludes t h a t  t he  s i z e  of t h e  Chancery 
operat ion w i l l  not be object ionable  because of no ise ,  t r a f f i c  
Or t h e  number of people employed. The Board concludes t h a t  
t h e  a rch i t ec tua l  design of a l l  s t ruc tu res  w i l l  be compatible 
with t h e  neighborhood, a s  no ex te r io r  C m B S a r e  proposed. 
The Board concludes t h a t  only 6 parking spaces a r e  required 
by t h e  Chancery Act, and they w i l l  be adequate t o  serve t h e  
bui ld ing ,  The Board concludes t h a t  t he  loca t ion  of t he  
bui ld ing ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  q a b  access from Connecticut 
Avenue and the  s i z e  of t h e  l o t  a r e  su f f i c i en t  t o  provide a prac- 
t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  sus ta in  t h e  burden of grant ing an area variance. 
It is  therefore  ordered t h a t  t h i s  appl ica t ion  be GRANTED 


